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Each summer,  Toronto hosts one of  the largest

pr ide parades in the wor ld,  drawing over a mi l l ion

people in 2oog to ceLebrate the lesbian, gay'

bisexual  and transgendered (r-cer)  community.

Since zoo5, Toronto has also been host to

another celebrat ion of  queer cul ture,  the annual

Pr ide Ride organized by the Gay West Bicycle Club.

The June r4 community r ide started in the west

end, t ravel l ing to the gay vi l lage on Church Street

and back again to at tend the f i f th annuaI Queer West

Arts Fest ival  at  the Cadi l lac Lounge in Parkdale.

Al though the club is based in west Toronto,

or ide r iders come from al l  parts of  the crn and

beyond. Started in zoo3, the ctub claims to be the

only rcar-dedicated bicyct ing c lub in 0ntar io and

welcomes cycl ists of  every ski l l level .

" ln the past we've had as many as loo r iders on

the pr ide r ide,"  says r ide leader and club founder,

Michael  Pa16. As the "Queer West"  community

grows the euc wiLl  cont inue to host monthly r ides.
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